Locke, Hobbes and Smith
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapter VIII
Hereby it is manifest that during the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called
war; and such a war as is of every man against every man. For war consisteth not in battle only, or the act of fighting, but in a tract of time,
wherein the will to contend by battle is sufficiently known: and therefore the notion of time is to be considered in the nature of war, as it is in
the nature of weather. For as the nature of foul weather lieth not in a shower or two of rain, but in an inclination thereto of many days together:
so the nature of war consisteth not in actual fighting, but in the known disposition thereto during all the time there is no assurance to the
contrary. All other time is peace.
Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of war, where every man is enemy to every man, the same consequent to the time wherein men
live without other security than what their own strength and their own invention shall furnish them withal. In such condition there is no place
for industry, because the fruit thereof is uncertain: and consequently no culture of the earth; no navigation, nor use of the commodities that may
be imported by sea; no commodious building; no instruments of moving and removing such things as require much force; no knowledge of the
face of the earth; no account of time; no arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all, continual fear, and danger of violent death; and
the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.
(Accessed on 1-1-11 at http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/hobbes/leviathan-c.html)
***
John Locke, Second Treatise on Civil Government, chapter VIII
Sec. 95. MEN being, as has been said, by nature, all free, equal, and independent, no one can be put out of this estate, and subjected to the
political power of another, without his own consent. The only way whereby any one divests himself of his natural liberty, and puts on the bonds
of civil society, is by agreeing with other men to join and unite into a community for their comfortable, safe, and peaceable living one amongst
another, in a secure enjoyment of their properties, and a greater security against any, that are not of it. This any number of men may do, because
it injures not the freedom of the rest; they are left as they were in the liberty of the state of nature. When any number of men have so consented
to make one community or government, they are thereby presently incorporated, and make one body politic, wherein the majority have a right
to act and conclude the rest.
Sec. 99. Whosoever therefore out of a state of nature unite into a community, must be understood to give up all the power, necessary to the ends
for which they unite into society, to the majority of the community, unless they expressly agreed in any number greater than the majority. And
this is done by barely agreeing to unite into one political society, which is all the compact that is, or needs be, between the individuals, that
enter into, or make up a commonwealth. And thus that, which begins and actually constitutes any political society, is nothing but the consent of
any number of freemen capable of a majority to unite and incorporate into such a society. And this is that, and that only, which did, or could
give beginning to any lawful government in the world.
(Accessed on 1-1-10 at http://www.constitution.org/jl/2ndtr08.txt)
***
Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book 1 chapter 2
But man has almost constant occasion for the help of his brethren, and it is in vain for him to expect it from their benevolence only. He will be
more likely to prevail if he can interest their self-love in his favour, and show them that it is for their own advantage to do for him what he
requires of them. Whoever offers to another a bargain of any kind, proposes to do this. Give me that which I want, and you shall have this
which you want, is the meaning of every such offer; and it is in this manner that we obtain from one another the far greater part of those good
offices which we stand in need of. It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our dinner, but from
their regard to their own interest. We address ourselves, not to their humanity but to their self-love, and never talk to them of our own
necessities but of their advantages.
Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book 4 chapter 2
As every individual, therefore, endeavours as much as he can both to employ his capital in the support of domestic industry, and so to direct
that industry that its produce may be of the greatest value; every individual necessarily labours to render the annual revenue of the society as
great as he can. He generally, indeed, neither intends to promote the public interest, nor knows how much he is promoting it. By preferring the
support of domestic to that of foreign industry, he intends only his own security; and by directing that industry in such a manner as its produce
may be of the greatest value, he intends only his own gain, and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an invisible hand to promote an end
which was no part of his intention. Nor is it always the worse for the society that it was no part of it. By pursuing his own interest he frequently
promotes that of the society more effectually than when he really intends to promote it.
(Accessed on 1-1-10 at http://www.econlib.org/library/classicsauS.html#smith)
As a group (but recorded individually - counts as an annotation)
1. What is the main idea of each passage?
2. If you were charged with developing a system of ethics based solely upon these passages, what would be the basis for this system? Put
another way, how should people treat one another and why should they do this? Your answer should reference relevant parts of the
documents to support your ideas.
3. Based on these passages, which comes first, self or society? Be prepared to explain using examples from the text.
4. What is the relationship between the three malaises described in Taylor chapter 1and the ideas from these three passages?

